
Notes from September 21, 2010 Bettendorf Kiwanis meeting 

 

President JR Stradt called the meeting to order. 

A signup sheet was passed around for an interclub with Davenport Noon at the Outing Club on 

September 30 at 11:45.  If anyone else is interested in attending, please contact Eric Engstrom. 

Bev Ricketts is planning on participating in the NAMI walk on October 2; the pledge sheet was passed 

around. 

Tom Dryg passed around the signup sheets for Peanut Day.  Chad Raeside also brought up the 

possibility of giving peanuts away at Pleasant Valley or Bettendorf High School football games.  He is 

waiting to hear back from the schools as to whether or not that will work. 

Janet Coogan invited everyone to attend SCC’s Culinary Arts Hospitality Center Open House on the 

22. 

It was announced that Rob Tyler, Bev Rickett’s brother-in-law, passed away on September 19.  Our 

thoughts and prayers are with Bev, her sister Peggy and their entire family. 

Chad Raeside introduced Terry Timmerman, the volunteer coordinator from Habitat for Humanity. 

Habitat for Humanity began in 1976, and is now the 8th largest builder in the United States, building a 

new house every 22 minutes worldwide.  Locally, Habitat for Humanity began in 1995; their 67th house 

will be dedicated in October. 

Habitat for Humanity sells the houses they build with no interest and only a 1% down payment.  On 

average, the houses are worth about $80,000.  The standard house is 3 bedroom, although an 

additional bedroom can be added in the basement if needed. 

Partner families invest 250 hours of sweat equity per adult member of the family to be eligible for a 

Habitat house.  They may build other homes or mow the empty lots that have been given to Habitat by 

local municipalities.  It usually takes about a year to a year and a half to invest those hours.  

Additionally, partner families attend classes on finance and budgeting in order to teach them how to 

save up the 1% down payment and be able to spend the $400-$500 monthly payment that includes 

mortgage, insurance and property taxes. 

Sponsors are needed on every house; they can be organizations, churches, businesses or 

individuals.   

No skill level is needed to work on a Habitat house.  There are always 2-3 men on each build site who 

supervise and teach the necessary skills. 

Habitat also owns the ReStore, which resells architectural salvage.  The ReStore is expanding, giving 

them space the Habitat administration offices, a warehouse and space for furniture reselling.  The 

ReStore kept over 2,000,000 pounds of materials out of the landfill since it opened. 

The bulk of the Habitat work is done on Saturdays. 


