
There were 21 members in 

attendance plus our speaker, 

Ann Kramer, owner of Ann's 

Hallmark.  Mike led the meet-

ing and Wally offered the 

prayer. 

 

Steve has more dining books 

if anyone needs them.  You 

can stop by City Hall anytime 

from 8-5, Monday - Friday.  

If Steve is not there, someone 

else can help you. 

 

The November service project 

with be Thanksgiving baskets.  

We will provide baskets for 

four Bettendorf families.  

Shopping will be on Sunday, 

November 24, at 2pm at  

Hy-Vee.  Those who deliver 

the baskets need to be at  

Hy-Vee at 3pm. Maria has the 

shopping list. Mike will pass 

around a signup sheet next 

week.  Dave said that Key 

Club will provide for three 

families. 

 

Dave said that Key Club will 

be Tricking or Treating for 

UNICEF on Wednesday 

night. 

 

There will be a Board of Di-

rectors meeting next Monday, 

November 4, at 5:15. 

 

Wally introduced our speaker, 

Ann Kramer, owner of Ann's 

Hallmark.  Ann said she and 

her husband bought the busi-

ness in 2001.  In 2004 they 

bought a Hallmark store in 

East Moline. 

 

Ann works with the Hallmark 

Corporation out of Kansas 

City.  Hallmark is a family 

owned company in the third 

generation of owners.  The 

new tag line is "Life is a spe-

cial occasion". 

 

Ann said she sells greeting 

cards for any occasion.  Hall-

mark Keepsake ornaments are 

also very popular.  She passed 

out a basket of ornaments for 

the group to see.  Hallmark 

stays on top of technology 

with their recordable books 

and electronic toys. 

 

Ann's Hallmark will have a 

Christmas open house the 2nd 

weekend in November.  Ann 

gave everyone a Halloween 

ornament and a 2014 pocket 

calendar. 

Minutes from October 29 Meeting 

Bettendorf Kiwanis 
O C T O B E R  3 0 ,  2 0 1 3  

B O A R D  

 Mike Spector,  

President 

 Kristin  

Crawford, 

President Elect 

 Tom Dryg, 

Treasurer 

 Beverly 

Ricketts,  

Secretary 

 Jen Carpenter, 

Board Member 

 Missy Knott, 

Board Member 

 Janet Coogan,  

Past President            

C O M M I T T E E S  

 Eric Engstrom & 

Ron Mathias, 

Interclub 

 JR Stradt, Brian 

Strusz & Doug 

Nelson,  

Service Project 

 Jim Tiedje and 

Chad Carr,  

Membership 

 Bill Bicknese & 

Missy Knott, 

Raffle 

 Maria Levetzow, 

Mike Spector, 

Kristin  

Crawford & Dan 

Adams,  

Scholarship 

 Missy Knott , 

Chad Raeside & 

Larry Makoben, 

Public Relations 

 Rex  

Schwaninger & 

Larry Endresen, 

Programs 

 Steve Grimes, 

Dining Books 

 Wally Almquist, 

Rose Day 

 Jen Carpenter & 

Margy 

Christianson, 

Peanut Day 

 Dave Nichols , 

Key Club 

 Bev Ricketts, 

Newsletter 

 Bill Boom, Circle 

K Club 

 Chad Raeside, 

Website 

 

Program Chair for November—Kristin Crawford  

 
Program Chair for December—Dan Adams  

Mike J won $5 in the raffle and 

Bill drew a black marble.  The pot 

is up to $250! 

 

History of  

Trick-or-Treating 
Trick-or-Treating hasn’t always 

been a part of Halloween celebra-

tions. In fact, Halloween has only 

been celebrated in the US for a 

relatively short time. Celebrating 

All Hallow’s Eve was a practice 

that came over to the US with the 

first large wave of immigrants 

who came from Ireland, England 

and Scotland. In some parts of 

these countries it was common for 

kids to go out “guising” on All 

Hallow’s Eve to beg for food, 

money or other items. People who 

refused to give anything would 

sometimes find chalk drawings on 

their doors the next morning or 

find they were the victims of 

other pranks. When immigrants 

came to the US they brought their 

traditions with them and on all All 

Hallow’s Eve each year in some 

immigrant communities it would 

be common to see small children, 

usually boys, with makeup or soot 

on their faces or wearing crude 

masks made from bags going 

around begging at different 

houses.  

 

At the beginning of the 20th cen-

tury “guising” was still not very 

popular and most people didn’t 

really know what Halloween was. 

But by the early 1920s the young 

trendsetters were beginning to 

throw lavish Halloween parties 

and there was renewed interest in 

“guising”. Stores started selling 

pre-made costumes that people 



could wear to disguise themselves and indulge in a little good natured Halloween fun. During WWII Halloween celebrations were 

toned down due to sugar rationing and the generally somber mood of the nation. By the time the war was over and people started the 

mad exodus to build homes in the suburbs the celebration of Halloween had gotten popular. The 50s and 60s were the decades when 

Trick-or-Treating became the important Halloween ritual they are today. Trick-or-Treating became the focus of Halloween celebra-

tions because going Trick-or-Treating was seen as a wholesome activity for the whole family. Trick-or-Treating also became popular 

in the 50s and 60s because that was when living in subdivisions and newly built suburban neighborhoods became popular.  

 

Trick-or-Treating remained popular through the 70s and 80s but by the 90s the practice of Trick-or-Treating began to change. Many 

different factors like the rise of people living in apartment buildings instead of free standing houses in suburban neighborhoods and 

the rise in non-traditional households contributed to the major changes that shaped Trick-or-Treating at the end of the 90s. In order to 

accommodate parents with busy schedules and in an effort to make Trick-or-Treating safer for kids it was moved largely indoors. 

Malls began to open for specific Trick-or-Treating events where kids in costume could go to different stores to receive candy and 

coupons. These structured Halloween events also usually feature games, activities, and clowns and other performers to make the 

event even more special. Many neighborhoods have also designated special Trick-or-Treat hours to prevent a lot of Halloween mis-

chief and help protect the safety of Trick-or-Treaters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


