
There were 17 members in 

attendance plus our speaker, 

Becky Sharp, a local attorney 

specializing in adoption.  

Mike led the meeting and 

Wally offered the prayer. 

 

Eric said that he, Dave, Jim 

and Ron attended an interclub 

in Clinton on Oct. 16.  He 

said they had a very interest-

ing program. 

 

Steve encouraged everyone to 

sell dining club books.  So far 

the club has sold 70-80 books.  

Mike reminded everyone the 

District Governor will be in 

town on November 23.  He 

passed out the committee 

signup sheet. 

 

Steve said that Trees-R-Us 

will be planting trees along 

Middle Road this Saturday at 

8:30. Volunteers are needed. 

Dave said that about 400 kids 

went to Noogie Fest last 

weekend.  The Key Club had 

6 who volunteered. 

 

Wally introduced our guest, 

Becky Sharp.  Becky ex-

plained the adoption process.  

She said she is following in 

her father's footsteps as he is 

also an attorney specializing 

in adoption.  You may not 

have heard of them because 

they are prohibited by law 

from advertising. 

 

Becky said sometimes birth 

mothers and adoptive parents 

find each other but most of 

the time the birth mother will 

come to Becky asking her to 

find adoptive parents for the 

baby. Becky has profiles of 

those wishing to adopt. 

 

Most birth mothers need  

financial assistance with gas 

to get to doctor appointments, 

food and clothes and the 

adoptive parents help.  No 

money is exchanged for the 

purpose of selling the child. 

Many birth mothers choose 

families not in this area. 

 

After the baby is born, the 

birth mother has 72 hours to 

sign the adoptive papers.  

After that she has  96 hours to 

change her mind.  After that 

she will have to go to court to 

get custody of the baby.  A 

week after the 96 hour dead-
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line a termination hearing takes 

place.  The adoption isn't finalized 

for 6 months after that.  Laws in 

each state are different. The cost 

to adopt is $10,000-$15,000. 

 

Birth fathers are rarely involved. 

 

Doug won $4 in the raffle and 

Carrie drew a black marble.  The 

pot is up to $255! 

 

 

FARMERS ALMANAC 

 
After a year of unprecedented 

warmth – both during the winter 

and summer months – the great 

debate over whether or not Old 

Man Winter will return with a 

vengeance is on. 

 

Last winter was the fourth warm-

est for the contiguous 48 since 

record keeping began in 1895, 

with 24 states experiencing below

-normal precipitation. In fact, 

California experienced its second 

driest winter ever. In only 10 

states—chiefly across the nation’s 

midsection— was winter precipi-

tation above normal. 

 

The situation became critical this 

past spring and summer with 

broiling hot temperatures across 

much of the country and the most 

severe drought conditions the 

nation has seen in more than 50 

years. 

 

For the coming season, we’re 

predicting that winter will return 

to some – but not all – areas. We 

think it will be a “winter of con-

traries, as if Old Man Winter were 



cutting the country in half. The eastern half of the country will see plenty of cold and snow. The western half will experience rela-

tively warm and dry conditions. In other words, as in the political arena, the climate this winter will render us a nation divided. 

 

We predict that real winter weather will return to areas from the Great Lakes into the Northeast. Most eastern states – as far south as 

the Gulf Coast – will see snowier than normal conditions and cooler temperatures. 

 

We are “red flagging” February 12–15 and March 20–23 for major coastal storms along the Atlantic seaboard; storms bringing 

strong winds and heavy precipitation. 

 

But on the other side of the country, winter will continue its hiatus for another year. The forecast for west of the Continental Divide – 

the Pacific Northwest, desert Southwest, Pacific Coast – calls for mild temperatures and below-normal precipitation. 

 

For much of the drought-stricken prairie region, an average amount of winter precipitation will bring long awaited relief. 

 

Take a look at the map below to see what we’re predicting for your region, and don’t forget to pick up a copy of the 2013 Farmers’ 

Almanac for a more detailed long range forecast: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


